
Theme: Change 
Change for Environment 

Change for Health 

Change for Children 

My name is Dylon Starry and I am running for US Senate.  I was born in the United States, but have lived 

nearly my entire adult life in different countries.  During this time, I have seen a lot of things happen, 

both good and bad.  From abject poverty and rampant pollution in Manila slums, to the war in 

Afghanistan.  From police shootings, to the birth of my own daughter, I have watched the world 

transform.  I’ve learned a lot in my time, and there are some things that I understand now.   

From my time spent cleaning up beaches near the equator, I understand the need to protect Earth’s 

waters, forests, deserts, and poles.  During my time above the Arctic Circle, watching emaciated polar 

bears struggle to find food, I saw the need to do everything we can to combat climate change.  In Costa 

Rica, I saw the deforestation caused by lack of regulation in the forestry industry.  The earth cannot 

protect itself, and we must take it upon ourselves to do so. 

When I was young, I moved to Germany to study at university.  While I was there, I was able to see how 

a capitalistic society can successfully implement national healthcare and at a reasonable cost.  When I 

was older, I moved to Korea, where all people are afforded healthcare, no matter how much money 

they earn.  With this solvent system, doctor visits are under $5, medicine under $10, children’s care 

often free, and monthly insurance premiums under $100 per month for the average employee – and 

that money covered dependent children, as well!  We can do better in America – the United States 

helped rebuild Germany after World War II, and Korea after the Korean War.  So why do they have a 

right to healthcare, but we don’t?!  It must change! 

While I was in Korea, my job was teaching children English and I loved it.  I loved seeing kids learn to 

understand me, and to see them transform, to change from confusion to understanding, was such an 

affirmation to me.  Koreans spend more money on education than they do on any other expense, 

including housing.  Americans spend the most on healthcare.  We should be giving all of our effort to the 

betterment of our children.  Whether it’s education, healthcare, a cleaner environment, or a peaceful 

world, our children deserve our best efforts, so we must see changes for that to happen. 

If you’re like me, you know that America is not the greatest country in the world – it’s just not.  So many 

other countries, far poorer than us, outperform us in nearly every aspect of measurement besides GDP – 

environment, health, happiness, safety – the list goes on and on.  You name it, we’re not the best – not 

even near the top on any of the lists.  Let’s commit today to making some big changes.  Let’s commit to 

making some difficult choices.  Let’s commit to being better, starting right now. 


